
GREAT TERRITORIAL EXPANSION IN STORE
FOR RUMANIA IF SHE AIDS THE ENTENTE
AND CENTRAL POWERS LOSE PRESENT WAR

Balkan Country Demands
55.000 Square Miles, With
Population of 5.500,000.

ENTENTE IS BELIEVED
TO HAVE PROMISED ALL

Greek King in Delicate Position as

Result of Most Recent

Developments.

RY OLIVER OWEN KUHN.
For Against; For Against; For -

Against; For
Thus the pendulum of Rumanian po¬

litical and popular sentiment in regard
to participation in the greatest of all
struggles between man has swung
hack and f«»rth during the months that
have intervened since the gauntlet was
hurled down and vast sections of Eu¬
rope's once prosperous fields made to
run red with the blood of competing
armies.
And today, when Rumanian partici¬

pation in the struggle would have
greater weight in bringing about a
decision in the regions of the east and
in the Balkans than at any time past
the Bucharest government is markedly
leaning toward the cause of the en¬
tente.
Rumania, with her dreams of ex¬

pansion. with her hopes of eventually
restoring all her peoples under a com¬
mon government, today sits in judg¬
ment upon the cause of the entente and
the Teutonic allies. That she should
tarry, make sure her course, in light
of her great ambitions as to territorial
enlargement, in order that she may
protit to the fullest and suffer the least
in the present struggle is but natural.
Rumania today dreams of obtaining the
two great provinces of Hungary, the
Rsnat of Teinesevar and Transylvania.
tiie mass of people residing within the
borders of which are Rumanian in rare
an? instinct. Likewise, the greater
portion of F.ukowina also is largely
populated by those who would cherish
union with their native country. Rus¬
sia also might be induced to surrender
t ho province of Bessarabia with its
J.ooo.ooo people, largely Rumanian, and

gijuar^ miles.
. #

Not a ^nation fighting today may be ex¬

pected to gain a territory of 55.000 square
miles and

May Gain More Than s r,00,000 peo-
. r. , pie with theAny Other Country,

ception of Rumania, who. in Her negotia¬
tions with the entente, has demanded that
in case of eventual victory she shall have
all of this, mostly at the expense of Aus¬

tria-Hungary and Russia.
That she will receive the promise of the

entente nations that all shall be hers and
that she shail have an important seat at
the council tables when the general ad¬
justments. territorial and otherwise, take
place at the close of the war if she will
but lend her assistance. is deemed cer¬
tain. For it is admitted that Rumania's
open aid relatively will be greater than
the assistance of any other neutral at
the present juncture of the war. And the
allies are leaving no stones unturned to
insure eventual success over the central
powers and their allies.
The attitude of the Rumanian govern¬

ment and peoples will occupy a large
space in history, owing to the many strik¬
ing developments in which they have been
directly interested since the struggle
started. jRumania, at the outbreak of the war.
because of her alliances and treaties with
the central powers, was expected to take
her side with the Teutons. Great pressure
was brought to bear upon her by the
German diplomats in Bucharest, with the
added backing of the Berlin foreign of¬
fice. Rumania, realizing the absolute dis¬
aster that might result for her in event
of Russian success in the east, and always
keeping the fart that she might forever
lose any chance of obtaining Bessarabia.
showed an inclination to hold back. This
was particularly marked when it became
known that Italy would refuse to become
an ally of Germany, notwithstanding her
defensive alliance with Berlin and Vienna,
Then Rumania absolutely refused to take
a hand. Germanic powers began their
effort to a* least obtain a firm neutrality
on the i*art of the Bucharest govern-
renr. and particularly pronounced were!
these efforts when there were signs of Ru-
j T&man unrest on the side of the allies
during the first great Russian offensive.
v bich carried the Slavs through I^mberg
aid in some cases over the Carpathian
passe® into Hungary. Russian diplomats,
however. firmly refused to grant Ru-
.ania's request for desired territory and

th- negotiations for Bucharest's aid
ame to a halt, although it is declared
.at the subsequent great retreat of the
»P: un< was more largely instrumental

bringing about the decision to con-
tirue neutrality than any other one con-
wlerat ion

?
* * I

When the Bulgarians entered the war
<n behalf of Rumania that country im-

mediately saw

Bulear Menace * from
, their he red I-Feared in Rumania. tal.la, e n e m >..

it brine; known that Sofia long had
t?jc Silistrian district, which was,

lost b her in the conflict of 1?13, and:
.lie Dobrudja district, lost to Bulgaria at,
the congress of Vienna
Th'.f-o in Bucharest who from the first

mmed eventual Teutonic defeat and
who tirmly believed that Rumania
might baiter h'-r future national inter-
>ts again brought to bear great pres-
-ure for intervention for the entente.
Their cause was materially assisted by
the dispatch of Bulgarian troops to the
loundary line of Rumania, and at this
juncture there were frequent isolated
¦lashes between small bodies of Ru¬
manian and Bulgarian troops. Assur¬
ances were rece i v »-d, however, from
Berlin that The Bulgars had no inten¬
sion of acting a gamst Rumania, and
the-' assurances in the fare of further
j;n- an d« Teats caused Rumania to
hi.eu'Ji r* r half-drawn sword.
The spark of war. in so far as Rumania

is < '-rj' » rned. gain was fanned during
the spring of the present year, when
the Russians began then successful of-
fefij.i v .» in the Bukowina regions. Rus¬
sian yu< «.<sses fai Ther to the north on

»a-'ern front aiso gave promise to
*uma::ia t hat her interests were with
the s!;iv and his allies.

\ .» .-. ;) »-.*¦ landing the fact that some
; ».:; «|r diplomat* of the old

world have been

:>':i'-rents Fai! to »".'#»...« *v»-
<. i:11 missions to

IjQB.111 of Stand. Rumania. there
1 out tk.«¦ government and popu-

r ji?:ion sn regard to the war, and,
i»le. secure the support of this

t'.i<- r ation, it safely may be stated
!,:. t there never has been a period since

\\.- war started when either group of
',iijerrnt> has been reasonably cer-

t i,i of Rumania' course. And through
this * ;» .: r. of doubt Rumania has
rolited. The country, notwithstanding

Ja.i t he av«v;es ha*e remained par-
i'*> mobilized during the greater part

in* tin* c.is «-\ perienced an almost
1; eamed-of period of prosperity. In

r-lci to obtain moral support and pos¬
sibly win over her people, both the en-
t..>ite and central powers have favored
Rumania with large contracts for
grains and other supplies. In fact, on
several occasions these groups of bel¬
ligerents have entered Into open com¬
petitive bidding for such things as

PRESENT BATTLE LINE ON WESTERN FRONT.

Rumania might have to sell and owtnito the financial power of the entente
group a large portion of the supplies
have been obtained by it.
Just what influence this commercial

activity may have had on the sentiment
of the Rumanian peoples is purely con¬
jectural, but it is believed certain to
have a great influence on popular opin¬
ion as to the allied cause, even though
there be no other and larger objects to
bo gained by active participation on the
side of the entente.
The Rumanian situation has developed

rapidly the past ten days, and even
Teutonic capitals are inclined to be¬
lieve that Rumania will take her
final step within the immediate future.
The allies seem certain of it. The peo¬ple of Hungary, Austria and Germany
arp being told without reservation that
developments favor the entente, al¬
though all profess to see no great
ger in Rumanian participation in the
war, citing the present German battle
lines on enemy soil and declaring that
once Rumania acts, soon her borders
will be overrun by Teutonic and Bul¬
garian hosts.

*

Notwithstanding the professed great
unconcern in Berlin, the Rumanian

menace is a grave
Would Bring on one T"Jt°ni':

°
aspirations. NotGrave Situation. only would Ru¬

mania permit the transportation of huge
bodies of Russian troops.now reported
massed on the Rumanian frontier.into
Bulgaria, but she also undoubtedly
would send a large portion of her well
equipped army, estimated at between
500,000 and S00.000, along with the Slavs.
An army of nearly a half million men
could be dispatched toward Bulgaria,
and in view of the present occupation
of a large proportion of Bulgarian troops
on the Macedonian front, the overrun¬
ning of the Bulgarian nation would bo
entirely within the bounds of possibility.This force also would endanger the Bul-
gars in Macedonia, and they, in all prob¬ability. would be caught between a mili¬
tary vice. Such a union of Rumanians
and Russians has unlimited possibilities
In so far as operations to the southward
are concerned.
While it is expected that Bulgariawould be Invaded by the Rumanians, an¬

other problem would have to be dealt
with by Berlin. The w+iole Rumanian
frontier on the Austro-Hungarian side.
from the River Danube to the northern¬
most point, would open a new field of
battle, and in view of allied offensives
in practically every other arena of
war this truly would prove a disadvan¬
tage Turkish, German. Austrian and
Hungarian forces In large numbers al¬
ready are assembled on the Rumanian
line in anticipation of some Rumanian
effort toward the heart of Austria and
Hungary. Just how serious such an
incursion would prove is problematical,
but that it would tend to embarrass
Teutonic operations, both in the Bal-
kans and on the eastern front is cer-

"Rumania's hour truly has arrived.
Shall she take her stand alongside the
other entente nations and reap a pos¬
sible rich territorial award, or shall
she risk having her own native terri¬
tory- overrun by Teutonic enemy hosts,
with consequent sufferings and blood¬
shed' These are the questions that to-
dav evidently are uppermost in the
minds of all Rumanians
How toon will Rumania act is the

predominant question in ihe capitals
of all belligerent nations, for it is verily
believed that it >s only a question of
time until King Ferdinand leads his
men on the battlefield

,%
Although 'he Rumanian snuation

holds the chief attention, much interest
is being

Position Of Greece manifested
In the POSI-Has Aroused interest. t 10 n 01

Greece and her possible future ac-

1 tion in regard to the great war. When
Greece is mentioned, the Grecian govern-
ment must be considered on the one

hand and the masses of the people as

represented by the national liberal party
headed by former Premier Venizelos, on
the Other. There is a sharp cleavage
between the people with their pro-ally
sentiments and the government whichis dominated by King ronstantlne mark¬
edly pro-German, possibly through his
relationship with the kaiser I'-''tit*
this cleavage in Greece and Its possible
outcome that arouse tlie keenest spccu-

'".The Bulgarian advance into Grecian! territory during the week aroused the
keenest concern throughout the king¬
dom The Bulgnrs being ancient ene-' mi' » of Greece and Greece being fear-J?,l of losing ber grip on Macedonian
regions, which are greatly coveted by

'Hi** Soria government, it is but natural
that the populace should immediately
demand that their army be hurled
against the invader, which *ould be
tatamount to espousal of the allied
cause The Grecian government, how¬
ever has shown signs of resisting this
popular demand and. In fact. Is declared
to have ordered the retreat of such
Grecian forces as are occupying the
region of Seres, and which have been
fighting sanguinary engagement', with theI Bulgarians. The Grecian comr.inder, of
these little groups of troops show no
signs of obeying the king a command
to retire, being backed by volunteers.! it is declared that hundreds of Greeks

I hu e gone to Salonikl and enlisted with
entente forces In order thai the> ma>
be assured of opportunity of resisting
ihe hated Bulgars.
Is the refusal of Grecian troops in the

Seres region the first open "'ep toward
rebellion against the king ai d the gov

".rhia is a question that nat-irally has
arisen in the minds of students of the
situation, inasmuch as there have been

repeated and public demonstrations!
against the king and in favor of former
Premier Venizelos. The Venizelists, in
the faro of Constantino's resistance,
continue to assemble volunteers.

Is this further defiance of the king
the beginning of a great popular
movement which may sweep the ruler
of the Hellenese from his throne?
In some quarters the present tenure

of King <*onstantine is regarded as pre¬
carious. It is declared that he has com¬
pletely lost rontrol of the peoples of his
own country, and that this may be true
in a measure is borne out by the report
that Germany has demanded that the
Bulgarians go no farther on Grecian soil.
But will the Bulgars always obey

Merman commands?
*

* *
The king's firm attitude against the j

entente, even at this date, and in face
of p o s s ble

Venizelos Expected to Bulgarian a*-1
wT., .. gression, it isWin in Election. def.lareri will

,do much toward twinging the coming elec-
tions toward former Premier Venizelos
the champion of the entente, and who
early in the war cited the possible loses to
Grecian aspirations in case the goves n-

ment did not espouse the cause of the
allies.
Further advances by the Bulgars,

[further inaction by the king and his'
government in the way of armed re-

sistance.a resistance which the peo-!
pie of Greece may take into their own

hands.will only further hazard Kin* Con-
'stantine's control. In entente quarters the
possibility of Greece long remaining out of
the war is scouted, although Greece;
undoubtedly will not profit as much iit
the final adjustment, if the alies win,
as she would have had she actively^
aided when support was most needed.
that period when Teutonic and Bui-j
garian forces overrun Serbia and
Montenegro and when allied tenantcy
at Saloniki itself was in a measure en-]dangered.

Although the Bulgarians have
scored material successes on both!
wings of the line along the Macedonian
front, the allies have continued their
successes in the Lake Doiran region.
which lies a few miles to the east of
the Vardar, and which is the center of
the present Balkan battle front. The
allies are reported to have fallen back
to the left bank of the Struma river!
on the east flank, while the Serbians;
ar»- declared to have been forced to
retreat over a territory of five miles on
the western flank, in the general region

jof Fiorina.

The Bulgarians are declared to be;
intrenching on the left bank of the

Struma with

Bulgars Entrench ,he view to

Along River Struma. a'ny * aU'"ea
offensive toward Bulgaria in this,
direction. The route from this section
is one which is fraught with natural
hazards, high hills flanking a narrow

valley. It is believed that the entente
armies under Gen. Sarrail plan to push
forward along the Vardar river, where
the geographical conditions are more

in favor of successful operations and

through which valley there is a rail-
way that would materially aid the-al-
li»*;j in maintaining an adequate svs-

t'-m of communications.
i During the weefr just clo$*d the Rus¬
sian force.s. said to number SO.000. have
landed at Salonj^i. while largo rtalian
armies also have joined the Franco-
British and Serbian forces. The Rus¬
sians already have been assigned to the
eastern flank, where it is declared they
will assist the Serbs. Just what dis¬
position has been made of the Italian
armies remains in doubt, but that the
assistance rendered by both the Ital¬
ians and Russians will be largely felt
in future offensive operations goes with¬
out question.
The allied offensive has caused Ger-

many to order reinforcements to the
Bulgarian line. Turks have been sent
to the Balkan front during the past
week, while a large number of Bul¬
garians holding down the Rumanian
front also have b*en hastened south to
aid in checking the allies.
Although operations in the Balkans

have held the chief interest during: the
greater portion of th*> past ten days,
the military endeavors of the French
and British forces operating on the
Somme front have been of vital impor¬
tance In the general scheme of of¬
fensive actions. The fiercest fighting
probably has raged about Thiepval.
where th* British practically surround
the ruins of the town, having gained a
trench here and one there. The Germans
have delivered numerous counter at¬
tacks against the enemy, but all of
these have been repulsed, although at
one juncture the Teutons obtained a
small foothold in a British advanced
position. This subsequently was re-
trieved.
British also have registered gains in

the region of Martinpuich and Deiville
wood, while their encircling operations
about Guillemont bring German re¬
treat at this point nearer. The French
forces to the south of Guillemont scored
a striking success during the past
s^ven-day period by capturing Mau-
repas and pushing their battle line
beyond this strategical point to within
two miles of Combles. Farther to the
south they also have practically en¬
circled the town of Clery, while an of¬
fensive of far-reaching proportions on
the front extending from Estrees to
Lassigny Is heralded by several days'
terrific bombardment.

*
* *

The Germans hav# delivered'severs.1

French and British Have Kept
Up Steady Advance in

Western Arena.

RUSSIANS GO SLOWER
IN EASTERN REGIONS

Slavs Have Inaugurated Successful
Offensive Over Whole Asiatic

Battle Line.

severe counter attacks against the
French at Fleu-

Germans Beaten in rv- on the Ver"

Fleurv Attacks d"" front- bUt
xieury nuacKS. the prench have

been enabled to slightly extend their
positions between Fleury and Thiau-
mont.
On the front where Austro-German

and Russian forces have been battling
for mastery, the chief operations have
been in the region northeast of Kovel
and in the region of Baranovjtch. where
the Teutons have delivered several ter¬
rific attacks. Although Berlin admits
some gains, Petrograd insists that these
offensive efforts have proved fruitless,
While the Teutons and Russians are

struggling for mastery on the central
and more northerly sections of the
eastern front, grave battles also have
been fought in the Carpathian regions,
where the greatest show of resistance
is being offered to Russian armies
which are striving for passes through
the Carpathians in the general vicinity
of Jablonitsa. Germany reports the
Russians have been held and even of¬
ficial dispatches from Petrograd, which
recently have been marked by their ex¬
treme brevity, would indicate this to be
a fact. No striking successes have been
scored by the Russians in the direc¬
tion of Lemberg. and in fact the battle
line along the whole eastern front has
remained practically stationary for the
past seven days, no material advances
being mad#1 by either of the belligerent
armies.

In the Austro-Italian arena the chief
operations of the week were in the
Dolomites, where the Italians claim to
have wrested positions from the en¬

emy. The Austrians claim check for
the Italians in this section, as also on
the Carso and in the Trentino battle
regions. A greater portion of the ac¬
tions have been between artillery
forces, it is a noticeable fact that the
Austrians have checked the speed of the
Italian advance ^nd although a week
ago the Italians were reported to be
within thirteen miles of Trieste, their
present objective, they have not moved
farther.

*
* *

Aroused by recent Turkish successes

in the Armenian regions, which men¬

aced their

Bussians Again flank, the
Russians

Advance in Near East. have been
stirred to greater activity and now are

assuming the offensive over practically
the whole of the Asiatic front. The
Slavs, according to Petrograd. have
been enabled to regain both Ritlis and
Mush, around which much of the hard¬
est fighting of recent weeks has pro¬
gressed. The Turks were decidedly in
the ascendancy in this section ten days
and even a week ago, but the Russfan
power to advance against the Turks
almost at will, when determined efforts
are made, is indicated by the sharp
successes scored in the past three or

four days. They have in this period
counter attacked and wrested from the foe
honors and ground, which took the
Turks four to five week:.- *o gain.
The Russian armies along the Black

sea coast have been engaged in severe
contests and with the assistance of the
Russian fleet have been able to turn
back a Turkish offensive movement in
this section. This movement is believed
to have been more of a diversion with
the hope of lessening the tension of
Slavic armies now pushing in the gen¬
eral direction of Sivas.

| NEAR EAST AND AFRICA.
I I

Chronological Events.
SUN I 'A V.

Fierce fighting between Turks and
Russians in direction of Diarbekr.
Turks lose mountain pass west of

Lake Nozykgel.
MONDAY.

Turkish offensive along Black sea
coast on line «»f towns of Ellen, Sikho-
hadi and Maden reported checked with
aid of Russian fleet.
Russians develop successful offensive

in hake Van region, in Armenia.
TUESDAY

Turks report repulse of Russians in
Ognot sector. Slav losses placed at
3,400.

WEDNESDAY.
Russians defeat Turkish division in

region of Bachta. Two enemy regiments
captured.
Buss advance west of Lake Van.
Slavs occupy Adrindovank region

northeast <>t Mush.
THURSDAY.

Russians reoccupy Bit lis.
Slavs press advance over whole

Asiatic fron
FRIDAY

I
i,
~Russians report continuation of'suc¬
cessful offensive in region of Mush,
Constantinople reports repulse of

British patrols east of Suez canal.

* *

AUSTRO-ITALIAN ARENA.

Chronological Events.
SUNDAY.

Isonzo battle decreases in violence.
Italians repulse small Austrian at-

tacks on Asiago plateau.
Italians check enemy attack near

Globna.
MONDAY.

Italians attack in Dolomites region.
TUESDAY.

Austrians repulsed on Asiago plateau,
between Casera Zingarella and Casera
Zebio Pastorile.

Italians claim capture of strong posi-
tions on slopes of Tafatia III and in
Travenanzes valley.
Heavy artillery fighting in Gorizia area.

WEDNESDAY.
Austrians increase activity in Avo-

lona sector.
Italians open heavier artillery fire on

Isonzo front.
Austria reports bringing down of

three Italian aeros.

THURSDAY.
Italians press offensive in the Dolo-

mites.
Gen. Cadorna's troops gain new posi-

tions 011 Gassa Alps.
Italians occupy height south of Cima

Di Cere and hold it after severe battle.
FRIDAY.

Austrians reports lull in Dolomites
battles, Italians ceasing attacks.

BALKAN ARENA.
Si <>

Chronological Events.
SUNDAY.

All Albania reported In revolt against,

Austrian 8. Italian troops disembark at
Saloniki.
Bulgarians advance toward Greek

port of Kavala. Greece orders Greek
soldiers to retire.
Franco-British forces reported to

have crossed the Struma and attacked
Bulbars near Seres.
Allies consolidate positions in Lake

Doiran section.
Serbians take Bulgar first line

trenches on heights of Kikurus and oc¬
cupy forts of Kaimakcalar.
Serbians abandon Banica. Germans

report capture of several enemy
trenches.
Greeks fight Bulgars In vicinity of

Seres.
MONDAY.

Serbians capture Fort Cucurlu, In the
Doiran section.
Heavy fighting on Struma river from

Kavjola to Barakli.
Russian troops reported to have ar¬

rived at Saloniki.
Bulgars occupy Kastorla and Koritsa.

Retreat of allies to right bank of
Struma reported.

TUESDAY.
Bulgars reported to have pushed back

both wings of allied line before Sa¬
loniki.
Allies capture series of heights west

of Verdun river.
Teutonic allies said to have offered

guarantees to Greece that Bulgars will
not enter Kavala, Drama and Seres.
Serbs reported to have made some

progress between the Ceriia and Mo-
glenica rivers.
Bulgars report capture of Serb po¬

sitions on the Malka Niezeplanina, east
of Banica.

WEDNESDAY.
Serbians reported to have stormed

hill near Ostrova lake. Bulgars claim
success in counter attacks.
Serbians reported to have stormed 150

yards of Bulgar trenches near Kaimak-
calam.
Bulgarians on the Struma reported

to have been checked.
Bulgar attack on French at Komarjan

bridge repulsed.
THURSDAY

Bulgars report defeat of Serbians on
western end of Macedonian front.
Allies repulsed along the Struma

river, according to Sofia.
Greeks continue to resist Bulgars

near Seres and flock to enlist with
entente forces.

FRIDAY.
Bulgarians announce arrival on

Aegean coast in Greece.
Sofia reports repulse of eighteen Ser¬

bian attacks on the west flanks.
British destroy several Struma

bridges.

*

EASTERN ARENA.

Chronological Events.
SUNDAY.

Russians report further advances on
the river Stokhod in the region of
Rudka-Chervische.
Slavs report gains througH two Car¬

pathian passes leading into Hungary.
Gemans report capture of trenches

east of Kiselin.
Russian attacks on Magura reported

repulsed.
MONDAY.

Russians repulsed west of Stokhod
near Rudka-Chervische.
Slavs continue effort to push into

Hungary through Carpathian pass
south of Kolomea.

TUESDAY.
Austrians report repulses for Rus¬

sians on Stokhod.
Russians meet severe resistance at

practically all points on the eastern
front, but few minor gains being reg¬
istered.

WEDNESDAY.
Russians report repulse of Teutonic

attacks on west bank of Stokhod near
Rudka-Chervische.
Teutons repulsed by Slavs near Tobol.
Teutons report successful effort to

stay Russian advance north of Capul.
Germans claim to have stormed new

positions at Starawipceyua.
THURSDAY.

German offensive south of Tsirin,northwest of Baranovichi, is repulsed.
Repulse of Teutonic forces near Ve-

lick. in the direction of Kovel, is re¬
ported.

FRIDAY.
Russians report progress in Car¬

pathians.
German attack on Stokhod repulsed.

WESTERN ARENA.
... .>

Chronological Events.
SUNDAY.

German attack with liquid fire at
Fleury fails. Teutons suffer heavylosses.
French carry strongly organisedwood between Guillemont and Maure-

pas.
Germans drive back British patrolsnorthwest of High wood. Heavy at-

tack repulsed.
Germans report repulse of enemy at-

tacks west of Foureaux.
MONDAY.

Germans lose trenches south of
Estrees.

I French advance near Clery.
TUESDAY.

Germans gain footing in trenches
{south of Estrees taken from them in
Monday's fighting.
French repulse surprise attack in the

Vosges.
Germans deliver two heavy attacks

against the British near Thiepval.
Both repulsed. British advance to

within 1,000 yards of town.
British capture 100 yards of enemy

trenches between Martinpuich and
Bazentin.
British advance on front of half a

mile near Pozieres.
WEDNESDAY.

German attack near Guillemont is re-
pulsed.
British make further advance near

Thiepval, gaining 200 yards of enemy
trenches.
Gorman attack at Loyecourt wood re-

suits in failure.
French repulse enemy surprise at-

tacks in the Champagne.
French capture positions between

Fleury and Thiaumorit work.
THURSDAY.

British advance lines several hundred
yards near Delville wood.
French capture Maurepas. German

counter attack repulsed.
German attack on Fleury fails,
British advance 300 yards south

of Thiepval, seizing trench 700 yards
long.
Germans fail in attempt to drive

British from edge of Guillemont.
Spirited artillery fighting rages be-

tween the Avre and the Aisne.
FRIDAY.

Germans gain foothold in French
trench near Tahure, but later are ex¬
pelled.
German attack at St. Mihiel defeated.
Teutons fail in attacks at Fleury and

Thia uinont.
Enemy attack at Hill 121, near

Maurepas, beaten back by French.
British advance further near Thiep¬

val.

FRANKLIN IN SCEAP HEAP.

Historic Naval Craft Sold and to Be
Stripped Bare.

The old United States naval ship
Franklin, recently sold by the govern¬
ment at auction to the highest bidder,
is to be towed from the Norfolk navy
yard to Eastport, Me., where she will
be stripped of all articles of value.
She will then be beached and burned
to obtain the copper and other metals
used in her construction.
The Franklin will be recalled by

many who in the past quarter of a
century have visited the Norfolk navy
yard, where the craft was used as a
receiving ship. Housed over and lying
near the river sidewalk at the navy
yard, the old ship was seen by every
one visiting the yard.
The Franklin was built at Kittery.

Me., in 1865. In her day she was one
of the fine ships of the navy.
She has a displacement of 6,170 tons

and is 265 feet 9 inches in length. It
is stated that many tons of copper bolts
were used in fastening: her wooden
sides together. To get this her pur¬
chasers will burn her. 1
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Conservative Observers Assert Belief
Duration of Europe's War Will Equal

Period of Civil Strife in United States
Allies Hold View That Approach of Winter Necessitates

Contraction of German Lines, But Invasion of Teuton
Territory Is Not Probable the Present Year.
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WHEN in the early days of the war the late Lord Kitchener forecast a three-years' war ther«
was little support for his belief in any part of the world. As the third year of the «ar

opens, it is becoming clear that the most conservative observers are inclining to the belie*,
not merely that Kitchener's forecast will be made good, but that the termination <>f t'.J

war will come in 1918 and not in 1917-
It is interesting to note, too, that it is in Great Britain, where the theory of a short war was held

most generally, that the idea of a war equaling our own civil war in length is making most progress-
Nowhere is there the slightest expectation now of a decision this year; such belief as still mav bo
found that the war will have an early termination fixes the fall of next year as the time that will see

the close.
What are the reasons for this change

in opinion; why does the four-year
period now seem the probable measure

of the world conflict? The reasons are

not difficult to set forth; they are mili¬
tary, political and economic, but in a

sense the military element is subor¬
dinated to the economic and the politi¬
cal.
To take the military point of view

first. It Is the conviction of most allied
observers that the Germans will be com¬
pelled to contract their lines either in
the east or the west before the winter
comes. But no considerable contrac¬

tion, no retreat that will carry the war

back into Germany, is regarded as even

conceivable for this year.

Germans Can Shorten Lines.
If, for example, the Germans decide to

shorten their front in the west it is well
recognized that they can retire on the
line of Antwerp, Brussels, Xamur and
thence behind the Meuse to the position
they now hold at Verdun, and that on

such a line, which has been prepared,
they could stand indefinitely. The re¬

tirement would give them a very much
shorter line and thus would enable the
troops that they now use on this west¬
ern front to offer a better resistance.
Conceivably the Germans will be

driven back to this line before winter;
far more reasonable is the expectation
that they may be pushed back on the
line of Lille, Valenciennes, Mauheuge,
Hirson and thence behind the Meuse.^
that is. at the edge of the French fron¬
tier.
Granted that the Germans could be

forced out of both the lines that have
been mentioned, they could still retire
behind the Meuse and stand behind this
river, holding Liege, Namur, Givet and
the eastern bank of the river upstream
to Verdun. Behind this, again, is the
line of the Ourthe, from Liege south on

IESe fron*ier of Luxemburg, through
Thionville and Metz. In each of these
positions they would hold extremely ad¬
vantageous lines and each retreat would

f°KU^ly 8horten their front and dimin¬
ish the number of men required to hold
the front.
If the allied calculations are correct

and German manpower is beginning to
rail, the gradual diminution of the sup¬
ply of men will not necessarily bring a
German collapse, because there is a
chance to shorten the lines. Now ex¬
actly the same situation exists upon the
eastern frontier, the Vistula river of¬
fering much the same opportunity for
a stand as the Meuse. A retreat in the
east would also shorten the line ma¬

terially.
Peace Next YearP

Eliminating the possibility of a com¬

plete collapse, which is not to be fore¬
seen in any period as short as twelve
months, Germany should, then, taking
the military aspect, be able to keep
the war on enemy soil not only all of
this year, but most, if not all, of the fol¬
lowing. She will, then, not be in a

position where she will be compelled by
any military situation to make peace
on her enemies' terms, even if Austria
grows weaker or is put out of the con¬
flict altogether. She would doubtless
be willing to make peace, in such con¬

ditions, on any basis that did not re¬

quire enormous sacrifices.
But it is at this point that the mili-

tary phase merges into the economic
and political. Some months ago, writing
in these columns. I suggested that if
the enemies of Germany were unable
to make any progress before winter,
if the deadlock of last May continued,
then a treaty of peace on the basis of
status quo ante might result. This
opinion wa3 sharply criticised in France
and Great Britain, but it was oriti-
cised on the ground that a great change
was inevitable. This change has now

come. If the allies have won no de¬
cisive victory .as yet, their successes on

all fronts have convinced them that
they at. last have the measure of their
foe and ttiat time will give them a com¬

plete victory.

Change in View of Terms.

Now. with the feeling that victory is

assured there has come a marked
change in the view of the terms of

peace that will be imposed upon Ger-

many. Germany's very uecess in mob-

ilizing her own nation, her extraordi-
nary skill, resource and genius in or-

ganization have awakened the rival na¬

tions of the world to the extent of Ger¬
man menace to their own existence, and
they are now resolved that they will
continue the war until the menace is
abolished.
Take an example: In her great cam¬

paigns Germany has actually wrecked
the industrial regions of Belgium, of
France and of Russia. She has liter¬
ally burned the factories and transport¬
ed the machinery to her home prov¬
inces. If peace were to come today,
Germany would be the only one of the

great powers on the continent who are i

fighting whose industrial establish-,'
ment was intact. Even Austria has
suffered through the invasions of Ga-
licia. While Germany put her factories
to work to supply the markets of the
world. France, Belgium, Poland would
have to restore their factories, purchase
their machinery and begin again.
A treaty of peace, then, that left

things territorially as they were In 1914
would mean on the economic side a real
victory for Germany, who, if she had
not been able Jo occupy her neighbor's
house, had burned it down. Now, this
is exactly what the nations which are

fighting Germany do not mean shall
happen. They are resolved that Ger¬
many shall not be able to establish the
fact that she can, when she chooses, in¬
vade her industrial rivals' lands, de¬
stroy their Industrial machinery and
then retire to her own soil without suf¬
fering any other penalty than the costs
of the war, while they have to bear
both the costs of the war, on their side,
and the costs of rebuilding their plants.

Lorraine Iron.
Further than this, the German suc-

cess In the early part of the war dis-
closed a German determination to an-
nex the industrialized districts of
France, Belgium and Poland. The great
iron deposits of France are within
sight of the German frontier about
Briey, northwest of Met*. In 1870 Ger¬
many took a large portion of the Lor-

Jron fields. She took all that were
then known. Since then discovery has
proved that the best deposits were in
French soil. Accordingly Germany at

the outset of the war boldly affirmed
her purpose to annex the Briey iron
districts.
This was merely an extension of old

German policy. In 1815. at the second
congress of Vienna, after Napoleon had
been defeated and sent to St. Helena,
she took the coal district on the Saar.
about the town of Saarbrucken, which
had been left to France in the first
Vienna agreement. In 1870 she took
the iron districts then known; in 1914
she proclaimed her purpose to take the
Briey iron region, which she has seized
and now holds.
Now it is the settled purpose of the

French to reclaim, not alone the Briey
districts, theirs in 1914. but the Lorraine
districts, taken from them in 1871, and
the Saar coal regions, taken in 1815.
France is badly provided with coal. In
taking her best coal deposits in 18}5 Ger¬
many pushed France out of the race for
industrial supremacy in the great years
of development that came in the nine¬
teenth century. France means, after the
war. to restore the situation, and no
French statesman will now consider a
peace which does not restore the lost
lands.the Lorraine iron districts, the
Saar coal districts, and also the remarka¬
ble deposits of phosphate along the foot
of the Vosges between Belfort and Mul-
hausen.
But Germany will not surrender these

until she has been overwhelmingly de¬
feated, for this surrender means the loss
of a portion, at least, of the foundation
of her great industrial prosperity. A year
ago most Frenchmen would have been
willing to make peace on the basis of the
reacquisition of Alsace-Lorraine, but to¬
day the Saar district is also a fixed idea
of the French mind.

The Silesian Mines.
Turning east, now, a similar situation

confronts us. In the southeast corner of
Silesia, where Germany, Austria and
Russia join, is a great iron, zinc and lead
region, one of the most highly industrial¬
ized in Europe. The population of the
German districts is practically entirely
Slav. This is an old province of Poland,
which was won away from the Slavs far
back^ in history, conquered for Prussia
by Frederick the Great and become one
of the most prosperous portions of the
new industrial Germany.
But the settled policy of Russia is to

rescue from German hands the Slav popu-
lations with Germany holds on eastern
frontiers. Moreover, Germany has de¬
stroyed all the great industrial plants of
Poland. Wherefore Russian policy and
purpose look forward to incorporating the
Silesian districts in their new Poland,
which is to be made out of their old Polish
provinces and German and Austrian Pol¬
ish districts. If Germany were to lose all
her iron and coal districts on the Alsace-
Lorraine frontier and all those on her
Russian frontier, she would be very
gravely weakened as an industrial nation.
She would only consent to such sacrifices
when there was no longer any hope of re¬
sistance, and not while her armies were
standing outside German soil at the Vis¬
tula and the Meuse.

Damage to British Shipping.
A third detail may be mentioned. By

her submarine war Germany has inflicted
great damage upon allied shipping, par¬
ticularly British. If peace came now

British shipping would not have the same

relative advantage over German that it
had before the war. Just as Germany has
destroyed much of the industrial system
of her continental rivals she has gained
ground in the race with British for ship¬
ping supremacy by keeping her commer¬
cial fleets in home or neutral ports and
sending her submarines out to prey on
British shipping.
Now. it is a settled article of British

faith that at the end of the war Germany
will have to make good out of German
shipping the losses inflicted upon her ene-
mies by submarine. But this is not the
concession that Germany would be willing
to make while she was still able to hold
back allied armies from her own fron-
tiers. Again, she has by her war tactics
prepared a great advantage for herself if
peace should come on any basis save that
which would be created by her complete
downfall.

Germany's Advantage Today.
To put it baldly: In two years of war

Germany has wrecked the factory and
industrial machinery and plants of
France and Belgium and of Russian
Poland: she has very seriously crippled
the shipping resources of her only con-

siderable rival on the seas. In doing

all This she has been able to preserve
her machinery intact and her commer¬
cial fleets have not suffered proportion-
ately to the British. Now. if peac>
came tomorrow her factories, her
plants, her shipping. would be. v.'itli
relation to world commerce, in a far
better position than they were in Au¬
gust. 1914. Like all the other great
nations, she would have incurred a.
vast debt, but, while she had crippled
their means of paying the debt, she
would have preserved hers.
All this was not immediately per¬

ceived by the allies. They have been
learning very slowly what Germany
has actually been doing. They have
begun now. by their economic confer¬
ences to take steps to provide a joint-
agreement which will exclude Germany
from their combined markets by tariff
walls which will give preference to
allies. 1'nquestionably the same sy»-
tem will be followed with reference to
their colonies.that is, that the British
empire and the French home and
colonial territories will each give the
motherland a preference in its markets.

The Resolve to Go On.
This is a defensive step, to meet the

situation which German armies have
created by their activities in Belgium,
in France and in Poland. But it is
fully recognized that this will not be
enough. By victorious wars Germany
has possessed herself of the coal and
iron fields of France, the iron and lead
regions of Silesia, which are included
in districts whose population is Slav.
Now, if ever. France and Russia must
get these districts, and they mean to
get them. But to get them means to
defeat Germany in he field as she has
not yet been defeated, and as there is
no prospect at the present moment that
she can be defeated this year or per¬
haps next.
Remember that the allies have great¬

er numbers, greater wealth, the control
of the seas; they have overtaken Ger¬
many in the matter of shells and muni¬
tions; they have copied all the devices
that she had alone at the outset of the
struggle. Then they had only superior
latent resources. They are satisfied
now that the only question now is how
long it will take; they are equally
satisfied that it will be cheaper in the
end to go on now until they have
broken the economic and industrial ad¬
vantages Germany has secured for her¬
self by this and other wars, than to
stop now and let Germany realise on
her campaigns by putting her > ma¬
chinery to work, wrhile her neighbors
have to reconstruct theirs.
There is another aspect that must b#

considered. We hear a good deal about
crushing Germany. Most of this is
rather wild talk, but there is one point
at which Germany can be severely in¬
jured. This is her territory on the
eastern frontier, the provinces of East
and West Prussia and Posen. The
population of Posen is mainly Polish:
half that of liast Prussia, or at the
least a quarter, is Slav. North from
the solid Slav block, overflowing from
Russian Poland into Posen, a long arm
of Slav population extends straight to
the Baltic about Dantzig, actually cut-
|ting off the German population of^East
Prussia from the mass of the Germans
farther to the w*est. Here the question
always has been whether 2,000,000 of
Germans shall be under Slav rule, or

j4.000.0oo Slavs under Teutonic rulf. As
[it stands now. the latter situation ex-
ists. but if Russia should insist upon
restoring all of Poland and liberating
all the Poles in Germany, then Ger¬
many would lose Dantzig. Konigs^er*,
land all the lower reaches of the \~is-
tula from Thorn to its mouth.

If Russia Takes East Prussia.
Such a change would deprive "Ger¬

many of at least 6.000,000 people, but
two-thirds, approximately, would be
Slav. Actually this would mean re¬

storing to the Slav world, either to an
autonomous Poland or a Russian. Po¬
land. what was taken away by the pe
titions. Morally it would be easil
justifiable, for, unless one subscribes to
the doctrine that the Ger nan Js i

superior being, there is no reason why
2,00o.oo0 Germans should benefit a-f th .*

exoense o. 4,Ooo ooo Slavs.
But to take 6.000,000 people from Prus¬

sia would be to reduce by much her com¬

parative size in German. and by tdkii
Hast Prussia it would take that portion of
the Prussian population which lias;con¬
tributed most to giving mod :i German/
its unpopularity outside as frontiers.
Kranc-j < ;h «-ts :«n.e u,> a ;.r

000. chiefly the inhabitants of the farmer
French territory in Alsace and l*or-
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